The Start of Classic Ice

Engaging into marriage with Rajendri led me to being friends with Mickey & Vijay who owned G’Liquor store in Westcliff.I use to help out in the store.
When my sister Prem & Vasu who lived in the outbuilding of mum moved to their newly built house in Westcliff. I purchased a small AF 30 Scotsman crushed ice machine from Mickey for R6000.00 which I used the to start a small ice business from mums outbuilding.
I loaned R10 000.00 from Deshika & Keveshan from their savings as I had no money. Rajendri was initially reluctant to touch the childrens cash.Her question was “who will buy ice”.I told her we would not know if we do not try.I paid Mickey R6000.00 for his machine and bought two Kelvinator chest freezers for R2000.00 each.
We started the business calling it Arctic Ice.Later we came to know that there was a company in Russel Street Durban trading as Arctic ice.We renamed our business calling it Classic Ice.
We started packing crushed ice in 20 kg bin bags and selling them to fish vendors for R7.00 per 20 kg. This became too heavy to handle so we started packing small 3 kg carry bags.
These 3 kg bags were sold to the Welbedact and Crossmore residents via Bhan’s Supermarket and Crossmore Supermarket.
Rajendri and I together with my parents packed ice before and after work. I did the deliveries with my little Ford Escort and a Venter trailer when I came from work and weekends.The small AF 30 scotsman machine could not meet the demand.My dad offered me a second bond on the house to purchase a FM 1200 Scotsman flaker which is much bigger tha the AF 30 which I purchased.
During December the service stations were running out of ice.Their existing ice suppliers did not meet their demand. They bought my 3 kg crushed ice for their service stations.Pooby Naidoo together with his nephew Shane from Montford service station and Jiawan Seebran (Jay) encouraged me to purchase a cube machine and they would support me.
I took a chance and purchased a MV 25 Scottsman cube machine.Their demand was so great that the machine could not cope. II then ordered the second Scottsman machine on apro.the same weekend Atlantic ice commissioned their new 5 ton vote machine and advertised their old B1800 Mamitowoc ice machine for R20 000.00.I purchased this machine and gave back the Scottsman that was on apro.This machine worked like a dream.I also bought more Defy chest freezers.
Business has been excellent so far. I needed to expand.I wanted to build a freezer room in the outbuilding.My dad agreed at first.The day the freezer room was to installed my dad changed his mind.Icancelled that deal.
The company Cool ice that used to supply Chatsworth closed down.I bought their equipment which came with one Scottsman bell ice machine,10 freezers and 1freezer room.
I sold the machine to my best friend Shan from Tongaat where he started his own ice business.The 10 freezers were allocated to different service stations.The freezer room was installed in my father in law’s garage.I moved the Scottsman cube to my father in law’s garage. My inlaws used to pack ice for me
I Employed Sipho who took over the packing.Ibought tube plastic from Hulluts were I worked and made my own ice bags.Sipho used to have the trailer ready with 100 packets of cubes for delivery every afternoon for us to deliver.
Istarted to build my own delivery van.I bought Mickeys roll over Ford Huskey and various Mitismbushi spares to build my bukkie.
I bought the second ice machine from Atlantic Ice.I also bought a trailer container Ivan who was a fish vendor which was at Royal yard and paid a rental of R150.00 per month for it.Mr Armichand the owner of Royals did not charge me rent for the first three months.this gave me a good start in business.
My dad passed away in 1996. My mum wanted the outbuilding for my sister Naleeni.I was left with a choice either to close my business or relocate.I managed to find suiteable place Hillary where I am presently living.We moved the machines over to Hillary and continued with business.We installed a new freezes room and used the old freezer on the Mitismbushi for delivery.
Clive who was a boilermaker for Huletts who is now in Newzaland introduced me to the owners of Arctic Ice who were wanting to sell their business.I had a look at it and made an offer which was excepted.I moved all the equipment to Royal yard where I rented a room together with the container for R2000.00 a month. 
